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BLM gives initial OK to route for Nev. electric transmission line
Associated Press - August 8, 2008 2:44 PM ET

LAS VEGAS (AP) - The federal Bureau of Land Management has taken a step toward approving a
route for a transmission line linking the southern Nevada and northern Nevada electrical grids.

Great Basin Transmission, an affiliate of independent power producer LS Power, received a
finding Thursday that the line would have no significant environmental impact.

The transmission line would carry electricity some 250 miles from White Pine County to Las
Vegas.

Mark Milburn, project development director for LS Power, says the company wants to build the
power line even if the company doesn't build a coal-fired power plant near Ely.

He says the 500-kilovolt line, dubbed the Southwest Intertie Project, would let utility company
Nevada Power Co. of Las Vegas tap power from northern Nevada geothermal energy sites.

And Sierra Pacific Power Co. of Reno would be able to get power from solar power plants in
southern Nevada.

Information from: Las Vegas Review-Journal, http://www.lvrj.com

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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